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Jeustodians,

{zovernment felt the people had
4 right 1o know all and nol just

tthem,
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General Tells P@ﬁ”@ !L Bay of Pags Picm

By BRIG. GEN. -

* 8. L. A, MARSHALL
Special to The Journal-Ruolleiln
Tnat ahun %) ol recens tines
— the Bay of Px"s — has been
gelting a  great gom{., over

through the current summer.
But the truth about the Bay
of Pigs stays bottled. up, if in-
deedd the bottle has nol been
broken and its bils flushed info

There was a hme “hvn this

the paris that are good for|y
But 1hat oll-[nshkioned
idea died shorlly. afier Kmwea,
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(he late President Kenncdy, and)hands. It is a conclusion wor-jwould be 48 hours apart. T tried § 4
thy of their genius. Mr, Bissell|to call the White House but !

{Richard M. Bissell, “Jr., who di-
rec‘ed the oporation
ICentra] Lﬂ:gl}.;c:c,.,_,.,ency

All are men of character, tal-
ent and mlcgmy, true {nsiders
who worked right next 1o the
s¢als of the’ mighty, absorbed
all the seereis through osmosis
and therelore eollrctively should
he able fo give us 1hereal low-
down,

A pity, but 1he three accounis
do not agree among themselves,
and where they chaner 10 co-
incide, - their unanimity - only
raises questions ihat await an-
:\\ ers. 1L appears as plain as a,
pikesinlf that what the Joint
Chiefs of Staff did not know!

oliowed the Fay of Diws.
'Inl D!
concerning operations in Vici
Nam and.no one sccms 10w nnL
it,

- How 'history bccomes chratcd
in conscquenhce, can he sven in
the current chonicleés nhati, {he
Bay. of Pigs, "lhe.oradles arc
three = Dr, Avthur.M. Schies.
inger’ Jr, histerian,. ’I'hendmo
C. Sorensen. special. munncl o]

oracles did not try to find out.
Nov did t{hey laler exchange
hasie information with one an-
other., Lach wriles as if from
his own narrow track he could
zot the whole of it.

The two While Iouse -men
are at' one in believing that the
operation was -doomed from the
heginning by, too much wishful

thinki 1
nking on the L)gyt,?pg' _.al

oo™ Y

about the operation the threes

Hof Nicaragua on Feh. 2/ 1962,
I mounted from our soil. The cx-

{ble for the failure as was Pros-
tident ‘Kennedy, My mistake wis
Jthat T did not sfop the expudi-
tion when I knew it was going

|so. I '&mmot a technician of
fwae,* lmr I know enough- 1o sce
Jwhen: .lpohmmans “are going
lastigys s,

% eurtnin_ went up I oot a call

Tiold,

for thejtentends that his plan .missed

success by a narrow margin,
which means that he remem-
bers .mainly how three Castro
planes blew up his expedition

enough sfrength anywhere 1o af-
ford him more than a China-
man’s ehanee, ¢

In all three chvoniolcs, the
enneellaffon. of the. ihlrd strike
against the Castro aviation' by
order of 1he White Ilouse is
retxamined crifieally, Mr, Bis-
sell ealls it the fatal hlow. The
others say it was_inconsequen-
fial — that the try was’ already
Hrrefrievably lost.

But the wholly curious {hing
js that all three discuss the
first 1wo sirikes by the B-2is
a5 if they were carried out ex-
acily as planned. There is no
mention of a Jast-minufe disar-
rangement, 1o which, eancellae
tion of the third sirike bhecame
a minor consequenen,
So eall another wiiness., These
sentences  are Jifted ~verbating
from a full slatement made 1o
cme by President Luis Somoza

“I was the coordinalor from
this end. The sirikes woere

pedition was staged through
here; I feel' I am- as responsi-

{atally wrong. I gould have done

**Onh: Thumhy bf‘fbre " {he
from CIX, Washington. .I was
M Wey ave moving ap he

fipst o’ slnkm. 24 hours. They

and forgels that he didn't have|’
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coild not get through. For a |
time I thought of cancelling the 3
show on my own, but in the end
I agreed to send the strikes on
That's why I feel guilty.
""About why ihe change was
made, I was never told, My as- l
sumpllon i5 that it ‘was done 4
to .1est Amcrican public senti- i i
ment as revealed by press and q
TV, reactlon. over the weekend,"”
Sinca Mr. Somoza is obvious- *
ly telling the truth as he sces 1
it, that leaves but two conclu--! '~
sions to be 'drawn: Either he :
was deceived all along about ] i
the” operations plan or our,'

-'-1,_4--

‘{ihree oracles, for reasons ofg

their own, have omitted mention :

{he end, there were only 11.
bombier sorlics out of 45 sched-,
uled. f

Mr. Bissell says oufright that
the exiles were told flatly that
there would be no U.S. inters-
veplion, at which point he dis—}
agirees with Mr, Sorcnscn. who #
asseris just as positively' that
the high hopes of the exile bng-i,
ade were pinned on the prom- 3
ise of direct U.S. support.

Mr. Somoza is worth quoting ; i
on that debate: “I took assur-:
ances {rom-the wrong people —"
CIA agents. I thought they?
spoke for your government, You i
had carriers off -our coast cove!
cring the buildup at Puerto Ca-!
hezas, I asked: ‘Will they be’
p\cp-ncd to support the inva=?
sion in.an emcrgeney?- The ar_:--;
swer was: ‘Certainly! My peo-i
ple even put Nicaraguan panels
and' symbols abpard- the cam-
ers in casc of need.

,“Part of my mission was 0 ¢
nmwnr as ‘pep  talker® before !
the brigade training in Guate-
mala, In outlining our potential, !

iteo Sulirday finstead of Sunday.'
1 ohjected vehemenily . for I

{knew the change \spomd ruin.
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I There would be no surprise. The
Lgn* ‘_itrikes anq RN _1;111(1)“‘*

: h(mger get depep

I fold the men .that the US.y.
carviers  would ~ intervene, if’; !
{hings went wrong. I misled
them bccau:e ‘I had been mxs-z

Jed.”
There is nwich more to the

ab Q]nﬁ {0 underscore. the main -

qucquon es the nation any !

hon on its most import
fairs, and ‘t wot, as
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of' the eleventh hour switch. In? *

Somoza mtervxev/ Enough xss

dable informas'i
ant gfs b
a free peo-_;




